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Worship Schedule
Dear Members and Friends of NPC,
I am so grateful to God for the privilege of serving here at
NPC! This fall has started off so well. We had a wonderful
Kick Off Celebration with more people than we ever
expected. Fall Bible studies and classes have begun. We
received the youth Confirmation Class as new members
and we have also just received another adult New Member
class.

8:30 am Chapel
10 am Sanctuary
5:00 pm Chapel

Upcoming Preaching Schedule:
Sermon Series: The Five Solas
11/5 - Ephesians 2:1-10 Sola Gratia
City of Hope Choir and
Remembrance Sunday
11/12 - Guest Preacher Dr. David Currie
Romans 1:16-17, 3:21-26
Sola Fides
11/19 - Colossians 1:15-23 Sola Christus
11/26 - Acts 14:8-20 Soli Deo Gloria

Behind the scenes there is a good deal of work going on. First,
the Session has been hard at work. In September, Session approved Mission
and Vision Statements (see below). In October they wrapped up the sale of
the LaForge Road manse (the closing was on October 5) and they continue to
work on a three-year budget (2018-2020). And second, the Pastor Nominating
Sermon Series: In the Waiting Room
Committee (PNC) began its work in late September and since that time have
met with me and our Presbytery representative from the Committee on Ministry
12/3 - Isaiah 64:1-9
for an orientation to their work, interviewed many of the staff, and set up
12/10 - Isaiah 20:1-11
12/17 - 8:30 and 10:00 am
times to speak to members of the congregation in order to move us closer to
Children's Christmas Pageant
calling a new Senior Pastor. Please pray for the Session and the PNC as they are
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
undertaking significant work on behalf of the congregation. The work that is being
4:00 and 6:00 pm
accomplished by both the Session and the PNC is work that is common to times
Advent Choral Vespers (Chapel)
of transition in a congregation.
No 5 pm service today
By the time you receive this edition of the Spire we will be celebrating the 500th 12/24 - 10:00 am Isaiah 9:2-7
Christmas Eve Services
Anniversary of the Reformation. On the last Sunday of October and through the
2:00 pm and 4:00 pm
month of November our sermon series will focus on the Five Solas – Scripture
Family Services
Alone, Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Christ Alone, and God’s Glory Alone.
Child care 3 months – 3 years
7:00 pm and 9:00 pm
And then, the holiday season – Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas, and the New
Inspirational Music and Carols
Year – are just around the corner. Please be sure to note the dates and times
with Choir and Orchestra
for the Children’s Pageant, Vespers, and Christmas Eve services (remember,
12/31 - One service at 10am
Christmas Eve is on a Sunday this year).
in the Sanctuary
Child care 3 months – 3 years
Please continue to pray that God will guide, form, mold, and shape us in this
Table of Contents
season of transition.
With much anticipation,
Pastor John H. Seiders
Interim Pastor
Vision Statement: Noroton Presbyterian Church is a body of believers, welcoming all, to
worship Jesus Christ, grow in faith through study, serve in the surrounding communities
and throughout the world, and care for our neighbors as ourselves.
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Service of Healing and Wholeness:
Remembrance/Grief

Advent Worship Schedule

Monday, November 20, 7:00 pm
in the Chapel

Sermon Series: In the Waiting Room

We will have a prayer and worship
service especially designed for those
of us who are entering this season of
festivity with heavy hearts.
We will reflect, pray, and consider ways
to approach grief in this season.
Please consider joining us and
feel free to invite others.

Caroling by Candlelight
ALL ARE INVITED!
Friday, December 1 at 6:00 pm in the Chapel.
Join us for a night of Christmas caroling
and Advent discovery. Bring your favorite
Christmas dessert to share. (Drop off in
Skylight Lobby, then come to Chapel).
Questions? Contact Liz or Mickie.

12/3 - 1st Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 64:1-9
Pastor Dialog: John, Brandi and Jimmy

12/10 - 2nd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 20:1-11

Pastor John

12/17 - 3rd Sunday of Advent
8:30 am & 10:00 am
Children's Christmas Pageant
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 Pastor Brandi

4:00 pm and 6:00 pm
Advent Choral Vespers
Child care at the 4 pm service only.
There will not be a 5 pm service today.

12/24- 4th Sunday of Advent
10:00 am Service in the Sanctuary
Isaiah 9:2-7 Pastor Jimmy
Child care 3 months – 3 years
older children worship with family

Christmas Eve Services
2:00 & 4:00 pm
Services for Families
Child care 3 months – 3 years
older children worship with family

7:00 & 9:00 pm
Inspirational Music and Carols
with Choir and Orchestra
12/31 One Service Only

10 am in the Sanctuary - Pastor Jimmy
Child care 3 months – 3 years
older children worship with family

Adult Spiritual Formation

Midweek Studies
for Men
Wednesdays
7:00 am
at the Sugar Bowl:
Led by different men
from the group gathering
for breakfast, fellowship
and reflection on a
passage of Scripture.
THURSDAY
MEN’S STUDY
7:00 am in the
Schreiner Mission Room
breaks after Dec. 21,
2017 and resumes on
Jan. 11, 2018.

ADULTS OF ALL AGES—LUNCH WITH DR. MARTY FOLSOM
On Sunday, November 12th, you are invited to
be part of a thoughtful and inspiring lunchtime
conversation with author, professor, and
relational theologian Dr. Marty Folsom. The
conversational format will begin with a guided
conversation between Marty and Pastor
Jimmy, followed by a time where Marty will be
responding to audience questions. We'll be
talking about God, life, and relationships--and it wouldn't be the same without you!
In addition to his work with colleges, universities, and Christian ministries in the
Pacific Northwest, Marty has authored the three volume Face to Face series with
Wipf and Stock Publishers. You can learn more about Marty’s work and his writing
by visiting: https://youtu.be/FvBprmthY38. Registration for the luncheon is available
online at the NPC website, or by contacting Marlene Moffett in the main office.
BIBLE ART & CHURCH ARCHITECTURE STUDY TOUR
November 5th, following the 10:00 am Worship Service.
Sheree and Ted Sanborn will be leading a 1-hour indoor “mobile classroom” where
participants will be invited to learn about, examine, and discuss Bible inspired
artwork and architecture—and will include pieces currently on display at NPC
along with examples that Sheree and Ted will bring to share with the class. As a
“mobile classroom,” the class will gather at in the Sanctuary and will travel to several
locations on the NPC campus.
Pastor Jimmy McPherson
Associate Pastor of Spiritual Formation

Flower Team
Deck the Halls
The Flower Team is
decorating for Advent and
welcomes others to join us
during any of these days:
Wednesday, Nov. 29, Thursday, Nov. 30,
and Friday, December 1.
Each day beginning at 9:30 am.
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Women's and Caring Ministries
The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth
and does not live in temples built by hands. And he is not served by human hands,
as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all of us life and breath and
everything else.
— Acts 17:24-25
Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.
— John 16:24b

Women's Bible Studies
Tuesday Mornings with
the Gospel of John
Break after Dec. 12, 2017 and
resume on Jan. 9, 2018.
Tuesdays 6:15-7:15 am Parlor.
Tuesdays 9:15-11:15 am
Horton Hall.
Come and feed your soul with
scripture and friendship.
We’ll keep a place for you!
(But it’s great to expect youso please register)
Mothers of Preschoolers
(MOPS)
Meets every other Wednesday
at 9:15 am. Childcare is
provided, but you must
pre-register and space
is limited. Please email
darienmops@gmail.com for
more information and the
registration form.
Meeting Dates: Nov. 8, 29;
and Dec. 13.
Moms of Teens
Book Study Group
We meet on Thursdays from
12-1:30 pm in the SHAC. We
invite you to join us and come
as often as you are able. The
group is led by Sallie Schmidt.
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Here comes our season of giving and receiving! We talk a lot about what
a blessing it is to give. And it is a great blessing. Who doesn’t love to
participate in the work of God’s beautiful kingdom by giving of him/herself?
And doesn’t God use us? Truly a gift.
But sometimes I think we focus so much on the giving that we forget how in
need we are of receiving. Everything we receive is a gift from God.
What does it mean to receive? A definition I found was to actively take hold
of: To accept what is available. What does it mean to actively take hold of what
God gives us?
There are many things we receive- even over the course of a dayReceive forgiveness
Receive the Holy Spirit
Receive help
Receive feedback
Receive gifts
Receive instruction
Receive orders (as a soldier)
I think of a receiving line, or a reception desk- to greet visitors and guests.
I think of a receiving blanket- in which to make an infant comfortable and safe.
I think of a wedding reception- where the new couple is actively taken hold of
and accepted as a new social unit.
My prayer for us in this season of giving and receiving is that we would find
ourselves overflowing with joy as we receive- actively take hold of- the gifts
that God lavishes upon us. That we would be known as people who abide in
joy.
Pastor Brandi Drake
Associate Pastor of Caring, Mission, Outreach & Women’s Ministries

Women's and Caring Ministry

Ruthie is a wife/mom/grandma currently serving as
the Pastor for NextGen ministries at Grace Chapel
in Lexington, MA. She grew up in Maine, the youngest of four. She’s got a lot of degrees (MA, MDiv,
DMin) which means she’s really thought about
what she does. Her passion is for casting vision for
parents to be primary disciplers of their children
and church members of all ages and stages to have
opportunities to build relationships with young people as ‘faith parents.’
What can I expect?
• Time to breathe
• Time to receive
• To laugh
• To reflect
• To explore Jesus
• Relaxed ‘come-as-you-are’ atmosphere
• A judgment free zone!
• To go home refreshed, with a lighter heart
• To find like-minded sisters searching for
hope in busy, complicated and heavy places

Where is God when we feel hopeless? How can
we take on our identity as beautiful in God’s sight,
freed by Grace- even when we feel chained up by
pressure, anxiety, pain? Throughout the retreat we
will spend time in worship, large group teaching
and small group conversation. Our focus will be on
Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians; that we may know
Jesus better, the eyes of our hearts be opened to
the hope that is for us.
Cost : $250 for a single and $225 for a double/triple
regardless of what building you are in.
Registrations are due by: January 15, 2018†
Please register online at www.norotonwomen.com.
Click here for
ONLINE REGISTRATION
†Late registration (after 1/15/18) fee is $40.
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Caring Ministry
November 11, 2017
A Thought for Today

Prime Timers

(for those in their 50's, 60's, 70's +)
Many thanks to Occupational Therapist, Susan
Demark for sharing at our October session her
expertise and enthusiasm for safe engagement and
independence as we age.

Dear Veterans,
Those of us who have not served
will never fully understand
the sacrifices you have made
both in times of peace and war.

Thursday, November 16, 2:00-3:30 pm - Prime
Timers features a very special presentation from long
time NPC member Carol Tamme:

We will never fully understand
what you were required to do
or how you were able to do it.

"Puritans, Beavers, Separatists and the
Overwhelming Smell of Tar."

We will never fully understand
the sacrifices and service of your families and friends.
If scars exist for you and your loved ones,
we will never fully understand the depth of them.
But what we can offer you is this:
We see you.
We acknowledge you.
We thank you from humble hearts.
And we pray that you and yours will know the love of
God, and the peace of God that passes all understanding.
Wishing you a very happy and meaningful Veterans Day,
from the H.E.R.O.E.S. Care Team
on behalf of your whole NPC family
(Jim Haffner, Evie Knight, Leslie Lloyd,
Tom Mao, Pete Roux, Emily Shute
and Cindy Terry)

Who were the voyagers on the Mayflower
that sailed to America? Was the good
Christian Plymouth Colony a success
because of communal property? How
could an ordinary Englishman who
survived a hurricane, a Bermuda Triangle
shipwreck, and a near hanging be of any help on the
Mayflower voyage and to the Plymouth Colony.
All of these questions and more will be discussed by
Mayflower Speaker's Guild member Carol WilderTamme in the character of Constance Hopkins, a
Mayflower traveler.
Join us December 14 at 12:30 pm for a festive
Advent Luncheon and time to celebrate with
Christmas caroling.
Let us know if you would like to bring your favorite
Christmas cookies to share!
For more information contact Marlene at
203-309-5620 or marlene.moffett@norotonchurch.org
or Marion at marion.smith@norotonchurch.org.

Celebrate Recovery

Monday nights from 8 to 9:30 pm in the Fine Arts Center.

6

Celebrate Recovery is a national Christ-centered ministry to help people find freedom from hurts, habits and
hang-ups including addictions, compulsive and dysfunctional behaviors, pain from the past and attitudes that
separate us from God and others. The evening includes music, fellowship, teaching and/or testimonies followed
by confidential group time to share our experiences, strengths and hopes with one another. Each genderspecific group is led by two trained group leaders who have been through training and the Celebrate Recovery
process. Anyone over 18 is welcome to attend. Contact: Stacy Arevalo at cr.darien.ct@gmail.com.

Children's Ministry
Minute with Mickie

a little MATH – a little ASK– the BIG REWARD

W

e have had an amazing
start to our Fall Sunday
School year. The intimacy of
the 8:30 am Chapel service with
our smaller Sunday School has given
Ms. Liz and me some really incredible one-on-one
with our Elementary students. Much more time for
“Wonder” and Bible discovery. We love it! Then
our incredible synergistic 10:00 am Sanctuary Service
with 40-50 students in Horton Hall has been amazing.
The Children’s Ministry Elders, along with Liz and I,
are planning some wonderful events for our NPC
families. Read Ms. Liz’s article and put these things on
your calendar as we head into our Thanksgiving and
Christmas seasons.
The purpose of Children’s Ministry at NPC is to help
YOU, the parents, provide for the spiritual growth
of your children. And so, we are requesting that all
parents take just two turns during the course of the
remainder of this school year to help out in Horton
Hall. We only need 5 people each Sunday at 10:00
am. Naturally, you will start out in the Sanctuary and
then come downstairs with the children after Words of
Wonder. The week before your turn you will receive
a copy of the Bible story and an explanation of the fun
activity that you will help the children do in a tent. It
is so easy that you can even do it at home for Family
Devotions. Trust me – we make this as simple as
possible.

Look at what a little ASK this is of you. If EVERYONE
would volunteer 2 times in these next 27 weeks, you
would still have 25 weeks to be in a Worship service
while your children are in Horton Hall AND you’d still
have 12 more Sundays to worship on the beach before
the next school year. AND Children’s Ministry would
have all our Sunday School volunteer needs covered.
Woohoo!!
So? Where’s the BIG REWARD? By being in Horton
Hall with your children, they get some time with you.
You get to learn a Bible story better yourself, you both
get the opportunity to have an interactive experience
with the story that you can even do at home, AND you
will learn something from God’s Word that will help
you deepen your faith in Christ and your relationship
with your child. That, dear ones, is a reward beyond
measure!
Go to the NPC website and find a direct link on the
Children’s page to a sign-up form or click here.
Dates are listed.

See you in Horton Hall!
For the Love of Wonder,

Mickie O'Donnell,
Children's Ministry Director

Okay, let’s do a little MATH. At the time of this writing,
approximately 55 families have registered their children
for Sunday School. We have ONLY 27 weeks of actual
Sunday School classes left before the beach services
begin again. 27x5=135. We have 135 volunteer
Huddle Leader slots available to give us 5 leaders for
these next 27 Sunday School weeks. If we have 55
families, let’s say that there are probably 100 parents
available from those families. Divide 100 into 135
volunteer opportunities and what do you get? JUST 1.35
TURNS per person.
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Children's Ministry
Cinema, Candlelight, Christ….and Collaboration
We’ve got a lot of wonderful events coming up. Join us and celebrate our NPC family bond.
• As we turn Horton Hall into a movie cinema for MOVIE
NIGHT…with fresh popped movie theatre popcorn
(and…maybe a couple of other treats…who knows).

• As we present our Annual Spontaneous
Christmas Pageant! Come watch the story of
Christ’s birth unfold as it is performed by our 1st5th grade children with a special musical number
sung by our Preschool Sunday School Children
and J.A.M. kids.

Adults and Children: (Children must be accompanied by
and adult). Come in your PJ’s, bring your pillow and a
blanket (or sleeping bag) and “camp out” in Horton Hall as
we watch Willy Wonka and The Chocolate Factory
(the original version with Gene Wilder).
Admission: A non perishable food for our local food banks.
When: Friday, November 17, 6:30 pm in Horton Hall.

• As we host our annual Caroling By Candlelight on
December 1. An opportunity to bring our hearts into the
Advent season.

Rehersals begin December 3 in Sunday school
and the Pageant is Sunday, December 17, during
8:30 and 10:00 am services…don’t miss out!!
If you have enjoyed any one of these events in the
past, you know that Mickie and I do not do these by
ourselves. They are a collaborative effort with people
like you who help plan, setup, take down or helping
out in any way, at any one of these events. What
makes them so successful is NOT what Mickie and I
do…but what WE (YOU…with us) do together. It
is a collaborative team effort, each one of them. Give
Mickie or me a call…we’d love to collaborate with you!
Liz Morelli,
Children's Ministry Associate and Admin

On December 1, (1st Friday of Advent) at 6 pm we will
gather in the Chapel for a worship experience, some caroling
and a candlelit walk to our Fellowship Lobby.
There we will sing Silent Night by candlelight and enjoy a pot
luck buffet of Christmas treats.

Youth Ministry
Great Things Up Ahead

W

hat a great fall it has turned
out to be, so many exciting
things are happening in Middle
School Ministry. For starters,
our Middle Schoolers collected
$185 from their MS Kickoff
event that was donated to
World Vision for the purchase
of soccer balls and mosquito nets.
We’ve also had some fun in Harbor
and at some of our events.

High School Ministry
We have some great gatherings and important
conversations planned for our High School Ministry as we
head towards the holiday season. Here’s a glimpse of what
is planned:
November 5 - Topic: “Headlines II” (6pm, SHAC)
12 - Topic: “Q&R w/a Theologian”
(6pm, Location: TBD)
19 - Topic: “Gratitude Check” (6pm, SHAC)
26 - Thanksgiving Break (not meeting)
December 3 - Topic: “Advent Shorts (Films)” (6pm, SHAC)
10 - Hurricane Relief Fundraiser
(6pm, Location: Joyride)
17 - Big Christmas Dinner (6pm, Location: TBA)
24 - Christmas Break (not meeting)
31 - New Year’s Break (not meeting)

Looking ahead we have several things we’d love
for Middle Schoolers to be a part of. Election Day
is right around the corner. Make sure to get signed
up for our Laser Tag Day on November 7. A fall
favorite, the Thanksgiving Special is coming back
on November 22 for a special one-hour program.
In December, we will be celebrating Christmas with
a field trip to the Middle School Concert on
December 6, and our own Harbor Christmas
special on December 20.
Lastly, we are beginning our collection of Dickie’s
Men’s Dri-Tech Comfort Crew Work socks
(can be purchased at Wal-mart or Amazon) for
our friends at the Open Door Shelter. Please bring
donations to the Youth Ministry office or the SHAC.
Collections will continue through December 20.
Looking forward to this new season ahead!
Sarah Swible,
Middle School Ministry Coordinator

In addition to these gatherings, we are joining with the
Middle School Ministry to collect new pairs of winter socks
during the month of December to be donated to the
homeless in our area (donations can be dropped off in
the special sock collection boxes located in the SHAC and
outside the Youth Ministry offices).
We would love to have you join us for one or all these
upcoming events. If you have questions about the High
School Ministry, please contact Jimmy McPherson in the
NPC office, or by email at:
jimmy.mcpherson@norotonchurch.org.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT:
December 15
STAR WARS MOVIE NIGHT
For middle school, high school, and families. We’re
heading to the theater to see the new Star Wars
movie together. Limited number of tickets will be
available, and will be available on a first come first
served basis. More information available beginning
December 1.
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NPCC
The upside of messes!

G

etting messy is an essential part of
children’s early childhood development
and learning. It’s true! Many of us were raised
being told, “don’t make a mess”, but here at
NPCC we are both allowing and encouraging
children to do just that. Enabling children to explore in ways
that are messy allows them to build, imagine, experience,
investigate, create, observe, and predict. Here are a few reasons
we encourage our children to get messy:
1. It focuses on the process, not product and enhances the use
of their senses. Sensory play engages children in ways that keep
them present; it often results in soothing play. Best of all, when
messy activities trigger more senses, children are more likely to
internalize what they have learned.
2. It fosters natural curiosities and teaches cause and effect.
Messy art and messy play lets children experiment with cause
and effect. What happens when I turn my paint cup upside
down? How high can I make this puddle splash?
3. It encourages a positive attitude to new experiences and
inspires open-ended thinking. Encountering play that is openended gives children the chance to think without boundaries,
and perhaps even take some risks. What better way to prepare
our children for our ever shifting and evolving world?
4. It teaches our children (and reminds us!) foundational lessons
about grace. Our mistakes and messes are met with love and
encouragement, not judgment or punishment. The goal is to
learn and to grow, not to avoid the messes that are an inevitable
part of being human and being in relationship.
Messy play works the brain in ways that simple crafts and
mindless toys don’t. Plus, let’s face it, messy play is a whole lot
of fun!
Peace and Joy,
Beth Aparicio
Director of NPCC
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New Members

Diane Fox is joining NPC as an affiliate
member. She has lived in Stamford for
the past 30 years with her husband, Bruce.
They winter in Sarasota, Florida where
Diane is a member of Covenant Life
Presbyterian Church. She is a member of
the choir at both Covenant Life and NPC
and loves giving glory to the Lord in song.
Diane and Bruce are both recently retired
and plan to spend more time in Florida in
the coming years.

Ann Lipschutz grew up in Panama City,
Florida and attended First Presbyterian
Church. She went to Florida State University prior to moving to Orlando, Florida
to be an auditor for a public accounting
firm, where she met her now husband.
Ann moved to Connecticut in 2013, and
married in 2015. Ann now stays at home
with her daughter, Kate (6 months).

Alex and Charlotte Singer grew up in
Charlotte NC, and were both confirmed
as members of Myers Park Presbyterian
Church. They moved to Rowayton two
years ago from New York City. Their
daughter, Grace, is one year old. Alex
works in consulting for LogicSource in
Norwalk and Charlotte is a Graduate
Gemologist working for an Emerald, Diamond, and Sapphire wholesaler in the city.
They are excited to join NPC!

Tracey and Rick Sears have recently
moved to Darien from London, England.
They have two boys - Colin, a senior at
Cornell University and Charlie, a sophomore at Darien High School. The Sears
lived in London for nearly 12 years and
were members of The American Church
in London. Rick is in capital markets and
works for Barclays.

Amie and her husband Randy Willis have
lived in Darien for five years with their
children, Sam (10) and Grace (8), after relocating from Columbus, Ohio where they
were members of Trinity United Methodist
Church. Amie currently works as a development consultant, and Randy is a real
estate executive in NYC. They are excited
to officially join Noroton Presbyterian
Church after visiting for several years!

Jill Maier grew up in Wisconsin and was
confirmed as a member of the United
Methodist Church. She attended college
at the University of Wisconsin and
subsequently moved to the East coast
following graduation from college. Jill
met her husband Marc while living &
working in NYC and they were married
in 2002. They have lived in Darien for
the past 10 years and are raising three
children - Sydney (13), Mackenzie (11)
and Zachary (9). For the past 14 years,
Jill has held the role of Managing Partner/
Vice-President in Consumer Products
Design and Development for Carolee
LLC based in Stamford, CT but is looking
forward to starting a new role for a
company based out of NYC beginning
in January 2018. After participating in
NPC for many years, Jill is excited to be
officially joining as a member.

!
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Mission Ministry
Mission Ministry News and Opportunities
Thanks and Praise to God! – this year’s joint churches Feed My Starving Children
MobilePack event took place on Sept. 30-Oct 1 and a record 251,640 meals were
packed by 945 volunteers from churches, the community and neighboring towns. We
are continuing to collect the funds needed to pay for the event. You may still donate
online or with cash or check to either FMSC or NPC and drop off at the church office.
Contact Ginna Yerrall for more information gmdar@optonline.net
NPC continues to prepare and serve meals at the Open Door Shelter, Norwalk once
a month. Please contact Holly Hough at hhough7@optonline.net if you would like to take
a turn serving (16 and older). Next service dates are November 18 and December 16.
If you are interested in helping with the Open Door Shelter after school program or
other volunteer opportunities at the Shelter please contact Holly Hough or Stella.
Outreach – Coffee in the Lobby - Since the beginning of September we have started
a low key, low maintenance effort to have coffee available in the welcome area of the
fellowship lobby in the mornings. All are welcome to drop in and enjoy a cup, sit for
a while in a comfortable chair and connect informally with others passing by. Quite a
number of nursery school moms/nannies have expressed their gratitude and commented
on the welcome this conveys.
Bablees Family Update - October 13 marked the 6 month anniversary of the Bablees
family's arrival in the U.S. As winter approaches we are looking for some gently used
snow boots for all of the family. If you have any spare snow boots in the following
sizes please bring them to the church office. We need children’s size10-11 for Tawfik,
Women’s 8.5-9 and 7-7.5. If you are interested in taking the Bablees on a fun low
cost outing on a weekend please contact Sandy McPherson to arrange. The Bablees
especially enjoy time with our extended church family since their family lives so far away.
We continue to transition our relationship from official support to one of friends.
November 5: Our Mission partners City of Hope, Tanzania, will visit NPC with their
children's choir during morning services to worship with us!
November 9: Pastor Hanna Massad will be traveling to the Middle East for ministry
work in Gaza and Jordan. Please contact Stella if you are willing to provide a ride to the
airport.
November 1–30: Pivot Annual Food and Toiletries Drive
Please contribute to our annual drive to collect food, household supplies and toiletries
for the Pivot men. All donations of non-perishable groceries such as tuna, beans,
rice, pasta, cereals, etc. Laundry detergent, men’s toiletries and paper goods are also
appreciated. Donations in the form of Stop & Shop or Stew Leonards gift cards are
also helpful. If you are interested in visiting the campus we would appreciate help in
transporting the donations up to the Bridgeport campus at the end of November. The
Pivot staff will be happy to give you a tour of the greenhouse, newly renovated building
and Pivot house when you deliver the donations.
The Pivot Choir will come and worship with us on Sunday, Nov. 12 at 8:30 and 10 am.
Dove Holiday Meal Program and Angel Tree Gift Program will launch on November 19.
If you are interested in helping to provide a meal for a family in need or help purchase,
wrap and deliver gifts to children whose mom or dad is incarcerated please look out for
signup opportunities in the lobby after services. This is a great hands-on family activity!
Angel Tree Delivery Date: We will need volunteers to deliver gifts on Dec. 16.
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You can also contribute by donating to Person-To-Person emergency fund to help with
fuel bills, etc.

Mission Ministry
NPC Mission Partners Tom and Dora Becker
REACH Global Europe
Tom works with ReachGlobal Europe Division Leadership
as a “Catalyst for Ministry Among Marginalized People,”
and as such mobilize the church worldwide to serve with
compassion and justice alongside some of the world’s most
marginalized people. Working with mission city teams
and national partners, Tom’s end goal is to start or directly
influence gospel initiatives among marginalized people. His
main ministry activities include: Mobilizing Prayer, Advancing
Research, Creating Awareness, Networking Broadly, and
Facilitating Partnerships. Tom also coaches 5 regional
ministry leaders. These are pastors who oversee regions in
their own countries or mission work in several countries.
Tom also consults for the board of Roma Networks which
has representatives from 30 countries in Europe, who are
refining a Statement of Faith, Mission, Values, and document
of understanding between partners. About 80% of his work
is with the Roma in Europe. The revival among the Roma
in Europe demands new partnerships for resourcing and
empowering Roma leaders. Leadership development is a
key to the movement so that is where Tom focuses a lot of
his time. Tom is also involved, to a smaller degree, in some
research and awareness in the areas of disabilities ministry,
homeless beggars, and anti-human trafficking ministry and
hopes to be able to spend more time in “cross pollination”
activities that touch these various groups of marginalized
people.
Tom’s wife Dora who has been a partner in his ministry
throughout their marriage has recently taken on additional
ministry responsibility. Some of our women heard about
this ministry when Dora spent time with us at last year’s
Women’s Retreat.
Dora’s new role is as Third Culture Kids (TCK) Care
Coordinator for preschool through junior high kids and their
parents who are missionaries with ReachGlobal.
A TCK is someone who has spent a significant part of his or
her developmental years outside their parents’ culture. These
children build relationships with all of the cultures while not
having ownership of any. These parents need someone who
can provide pre-field training and ongoing support as they
and their children navigate issues unique to missionary life.

They face complex questions, such as:
• How can I help my children say goodbye and live so far
away from family and friends?
• Where will my children go to school? Should they
attend a national school, a boarding school, or be
homeschooled?
• How can my children best learn the language? How can
I learn the language if I’m trying to help my child adjust
to life in a new culture?
• How do I balance being a parent and being in ministry?
Dora supports the families with Skype calls once a month
and through Facebook and Facebook messenger, e-mail,
FaceTime, and other electronic apps. This ministry role is
in direct response to the needs of TCK’s and their parents
requesting help. Many TCK’s don’t have help processing
their “other-ness” until they reach their teen years. Heading
off many of the struggles and addressing them before they
are huge and require expensive counseling is a key aspect of
this ministry. Having lived and worked on the field with her
own family Dora is uniquely equipped to provide the support
and care needed to missionary parents so that they can carry
out their work effectively and care for their children.
Would you be interested in visiting Tom and Dora’s ministry
to Roma and missionaries in Eastern Europe? If so please
contact Stella or any of the mission team to discuss this idea.

Stella Clarke,
Mission Director
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5

8:30 am Chapel Service
10:00 am Sanctuary Service
8:30 & 10:00 am Classes for
3’s-8th grade
5:00 pm Chapel Service

26

8:30 am Chapel Service
10:00 am Sanctuary Service
8:30 & 10:00 am Classes for
3’s-8th grade
5:00 pm Chapel Service
6:00 pm High School Ministry

19

8:30 am Chapel Service
8:30 am Confirmation Class
10:00 am Sanctuary Service
8:30 & 10:00 am Classes for
3’s-8th grade
11:30 am Lunch w/Marty
Folsom
5:00 pm Chapel Service
6:00 pm High School Ministry
(offsite)

12

8:30 am Chapel Service
10:00 am Sanctuary Service
8:30 & 10:00 am Classes for
3’s-5th grade
11:15 am Bible Art & Church
Architecture Study Tour
5:00 pm Chapel Service
6:00 pm High School Ministry

Sunday

6

8:00 pm Celebrate Recovery

27

7:00 pm Service of Healing
and Wholeness
8:00 pm Celebrate Recovery

20

8:00 pm Celebrate Recovery

13

8:00 pm Celebrate Recovery

Monday

7

8

15

22

6:15 am Women’s Bible Study
9:15 am Women’s Bible Study

28

Thanksgiving
NPC Building and
Offices Closed

7:00 am Men's Bible Study
12:00 pm Moms of Teens
1:00 pm Prayer Group Mtg.
2:00 pm Prime Timers
8:00 pm Chancel Choir Reh.

7:00 am Men's Bible Study
12:00 pm Moms of Teens
1:00 pm Prayer Group Mtg.
8:00 pm Chancel Choir Reh.

7:00 am Men’s Study-Sugar Bowl 7:00 am Men's Bible Study
4:00 pm J.A.M Choir
12:00 pm Moms of Teens
7:00 pm Harbor (6th-8th grade) 1:00 pm Prayer Group Mtg.
8:00 pm Chancel Choir Reh.

29

6:15 am Women’s Bible Study 7:00 am Men’s Study-Sugar Bowl
9:15 am Women’s Bible Study
8:00 pm Session

21

6:15 am Women’s Bible Study 7:00 am Men’s Study-Sugar Bowl
9:15 am Women’s Bible Study 4:00 pm J.A.M Choir
7:00 pm Harbor (6th-8th grade)

14

7:00 am Men’s Study-Sugar Bowl
Election Day
6:15 am Women’s Bible Study 4:00 pm J.A.M Choir
7:30 pm Team Night Fellowship 7:00 pm Harbor (6th-8th grade)
7:45 pm Team Night

7:00 am Men's Bible Study
12:00 pm Moms of Teens
1:00 pm Prayer Group Mtg.
8:00 pm Chancel Choir Reh.

1 Thursday

7:00 am Men’s Study-Sugar Bowl
4:00 pm J.A.M Choir
7:00 pm Harbor (6th-8th grade)

Tuesday		 Wednesday

30

23

16

9

24

17

10

6:00 pm Caroling by Candlelight

December 1

4

25

18

11

December 2

Veterans Day

8:30 am The Man Event
(Macedonia Church)

3 Saturday

Thanksgiving Holiday
NPC Building and
Offices Closed

6:30 pm Movie Night

2 Friday

November 2017

10:00 am Sanctuary Service
Child care only

New Year's Eve

31

2:00 pm and 4:00 pm
Family Services
Child care only
7:00 pm and 9:00 pm
Inspiration Music and Carols
with Choir and Orchestra

Christmas Eve
10:00 am Sanctuary Service
Child care only

24

8:30 am Chapel Service
8:30 am Confirmation Class
10:00 am Sanctuary Service
8:30 & 10:00 am Christmas
Pageant
4:00 & 6:00 pm Choral Advent
Vespers
6:00 pm High School Ministry
Big Xmas Dinner (offsite)

17

8:30 am Chapel Service
8:30 am Confirmation Class
10:00 am Sanctuary Service
8:30 & 10:00 am Classes for
3’s-8th grade
5:00 pm Chapel Service
6:00 pm HSM- Hurricane Relief

10

4

Christmas Day
NPC Building and
Offices Closed

25

8:00 pm Celebrate Recovery

18

8:00 pm Celebrate Recovery

11

8:00 pm Celebrate Recovery

3 Monday

8:30 am Chapel Service
10:00 am Sanctuary Service
8:30 & 10:00 am Classes for
3’s-5th grade
5:00 pm Chapel Service
6:00 pm High School Ministry

Sunday

5

Wednesday

13

8:00 pm Session Meeting

26

19

27

28

21

14

7 Friday

7:00 am Men's Bible Study
12:00 pm Moms of Teens
12:30 pm Prime Timers Advent
Luncheon
1:00 pm Prayer Group Mtg.
8:00 pm Chancel Choir Reh.

7:00 am Men’s Study-Sugar Bowl 7:00 am Men's Bible Study
4:00 pm J.A.M Choir
12:00 pm Moms of Teens
7:00 pm Harbor (6th-8th grade) 1:00 pm Prayer Group Mtg.
8:00 pm Chancel Choir Reh.

20

6:15 am Women’s Bible Study 7:00 am Men’s Study-Sugar Bowl
9:15 am Women’s Bible Study 4:00 pm J.A.M Choir
7:00 pm Harbor (6th-8th grade)

12

7:00 am Men's Bible Study
12:00 pm Moms of Teens
1:00 pm Prayer Group Mtg.
8:00 pm Chancel Choir Reh.

6 Thursday

6:15 am Women’s Bible Study 7:00 am Men’s Study-Sugar Bowl
9:15 am Women’s Bible Study 4:00 pm J.A.M Choir
7:30 pm Team Night Fellowship 7:00 pm Harbor (6th-8th grade)
7:45 pm Team Night

Tuesday

29

22

15

8 Saturday

9

30

23

16

December 2017

NPC News
In Loving Memory of...

Join us in celebrating the Baptism of...

August 27th:
Margaret van den Heuvel

October 8th:
Elizabeth Barber

September 7th:
Cynthia Bornhuetter

October 29th:
Ann Lipschutz
Kate Cameron Lipschutz, daughter of Jonathan and Ann Lipschutz

...now home to be with the Lord.
(Philippians 1:23)

Upcoming Baptism Dates
November 19 and December 10 at the 10:00 Sanctuary services
To schedule a Baptism please call Leslie Ezzo at 203-309-5618.

Join us in celebrating the Wedding of...
September 23rd:
Morgan Lacey and Antranig Boghosian

Advent 2017 Devotional Guide

Devotions written by NPC members, clergy and staff
will be sent daily via email beginning Dec. 1 through Christmas Day.
Suggested activities for families are also included.
If you do not receive this and would like to please email
norotonchurch@norotonchurch.org.
A limited number of devotional guides will be printed.
These will be available around the church the week of November 26.
If you would like to submit an article for the January/February 2018 issue please submit it
before December 1 to Rose Cunningham by email at rose.cunningham@norotonchurch.org.

Board of Deacons
Peter Berry
Carol Charling
Bill Crawford
Sandy Dauk
William Donzeiser
Stacy Ellis
Allegra Erickson
Sandy Ewing

Greg Grambling
Mindy Houck
Holly Jespersen
Tracy McEvoy
Sandra McPherson
Jan Maier
Brandi Maniscalco
Sharon Moore

Shingo Nara
Melissa Noonan
Rod Rahe Jr.
Meredith Schoff
Frank Shute
Melinda Stewart
Kenny Weiss
Sara Zagrodzy

Youth Deacons
16

Betsy Barthold

Emma Fiorita

Alexis Morelli

